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Total evacuates Afungi,
correctly predicting 1 Jan attack
Insurgents reached the gates of the Afungi LNG project on Friday 1 January. After a series of ever
closer attacks, Total evacuated most of its staff from Afungi and Palma last week. Fighting
continued yesterday, and the military has banned sea traffic to Afungi and Palma.
Insurgents have been moving north and closing in on Afungi:
+ Since August insurgents have controlled Mocimboa da Praia, 55 km south of Afungi.
+ 9 December: insurgents attacked Mute (also Muite), 21 km south of Afungi. The insurgents then
were repelled with the assistance of DAG (mercenary) helicopters. President Filipe Nyusi
personally confirmed the attack and went on to say “Three days ago, the enemy wanted to
approach Afungi. But thanks to our young people they were unsuccessful. Our young fighters have
been accepting their role in this combat." But he spoke too soon.
+ 24 December: Insurgents returned to Mute, burning houses and taking food. The group of 80120 insurgents was again ousted after heavy fighting, with deaths and injuries.
+ 29 December: Insurgents attacked Monjane (also called Mondlane) just 5 km south of the Afungi
border fence; again there was fighting. A military patrol was ambushed on the road from Monjane
north to Patacua on the edge of the Afungi zone, with two military and one insurgent killed. There
was also an attack on Olumbe (also Olombe) on the coast 14 km south of the Afungi boundary,
with people kidnapped. This accelerated the flight of Total staff. (Bloomberg 29 Dec, 1 Jan;
Intelyse 25 Dec; Pinnacle News 29 Dec, 2 Jan; Lusa 10, 29 Dec; AIM 11 Dec)
+ Friday, 1 January: There were attacks on the resettlement village of Quitunda which is in the
Total area but outside the fence, and on the Riot Police (UIR) camp on the main road to the Afungi
development, just at the gates of the project. There was some fighting and casualties, but it is
difficult to establish the seriousness of these two attacks. Pinnacle News (2 Jan) reports that the
fighting was continuing late yesterday. The rainy season has started and insurgents have been
gathering food reserves in most raids, and the UIR camp is the main kitchen for the joint militarypolice task force.
Insurgents have also left leaflets saying Palma will be attacked on Tuesday 5 January
The map shows the sites of the attacks (purple arrows). The project has a land concession (Duat)
which is the 6625 ha inside the yellow line. The blue line encircles the 4371 ha of the actual LNG
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industrial zone which includes the port, airport and will include gas liquefaction plants. Quituda
resettlement village is in orange, within the Duat but outside the industrial zone. Palma town is at
the upper left of the map and Mondlane (Monjane) at the bottom.

It may be easier to see the map detail on a computer: http://bit.ly/Moz-Afungi-Jan21

Boats have been banned from travelling
between Pemba and Palma for more than a
week. There are now 12 boats in Pemba
harbour, with food, equipment, and even a
floating hotel for Afungi. (Pinnacle News 2
Jan)

Pinnacle News
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Comment:

Total accepts government cannot protect it
UIR special forces are the best trained and paid and have been assigned to protect Afungi. But
Total's staff evacuation shows the gas company no longer trusts government forces to protect the
project. Insurgents have been marching north for a week. Fixed UIR units can repel attacks, but
they are not mobile and could not stop the movement of the insurgents. They seem to be waiting
for the guerrillas to knock on their door - and thus go right to gates of Afungi.
Insurgents have been tightening the noose for weeks, recently closing the only open road to Palma
- the terrible dirt road from Mueda that shippers had to use. And insurgents have been increasing
pressure from the south. Mozambique's defence forces proudly win battles, but lose ground. The
noose is tightening.
Total's standard response to the press is that it is accompanying the situation closely and
maintains permanent contact with the government. So when Total decides to evacuate, it clearly
means it has concluded that the government cannot protect it. And the evacuations of most staff
and the ban on coastal shipping must slow down the project.
This raises broader questions. ExxonMobil was planning to build its gas liquification plants (LNG
trains) on Afungi, and has repeatedly delayed its final investment decision. Insecurity must be
raising questions for Total. They can build a big wall on the land side, but as the map shows, there
is a large open area facing the sea. And the ban on cargo shipping suggests the Mozambican navy
cannot protect that side either.
Will Total try to force the government to accept a major presence of the French army and navy? Or
might it give up? Could it decide that the Anadarko/Occidental gas assets it bought elsewhere in
Africa are a better bet? jh

Fake News: David Otto Enderly, who claims to be a security consultant, posted a Twitter report
claiming that government "troops have retaken the city of Afungi from ISIS after a fierce New Years
Eve battle." (Afungi is not a city, but a peninsula, and nothing on Afungi has been controlled by
insurgents). He also posted a video which is definitely not from Afungi or 1 January, and appears
to be from the attack on Mocimboa da Praia last year.
https://twitter.com/ottotgs/status/1345124226005659649

Cyclone Chalane raced through, doing limited harm
Cyclone Chalane passed across Mozambique in just one day, 30 December, making landfall in
Muanza, north of Beira, passing over Chimoio, and on to Zimbabwe. The storm killed seven people
and affected 5,400 families. Winds were 90-100 km per hour and there was heavy rain, but
Chalane did not stay long enough to cause flooding, which slower moving cyclones often do. Some
electricity lines and poles were blow down.
Damage was somewhat reduced because Cyclone Idai in 2019 was much stronger and destroyed
many weak structures, especially in Beira, so there was less left to damage. But International aid
agencies say that tens of thousands of people are still displaced from Idai and living in
camps.Temporary housing and schools were damaged or destroyed. In Gondola district, Manica
province, the camp for people fleeing Renamo Junta violence was also damaged.
Correction to bulletin 512: Cyclone Idai was in March 2019, 21 months before Cyclone Chalane.
Corrected pdf on http://bit.ly/Moz_512
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Important external links
Covid-19 daily updated data and graphs https://covidmoz.netlify.app/
Daily flood reports - http://bit.ly/Moz-flood21
Cabo Ligado weekly report on civil war http://bit.ly/CaboLigado
Previous editions of this newsletter: http://bit.ly/MozNews2021 and bit.ly/MozNews2020
Downloadable books: http://bit.ly/Hanlon-books Election data: http://bit.ly/MozElData
My Mozambique archive: http://bit.ly/Mozamb
__________________________________________________________________________

Cabo Delgado
Archive with reports, detailed maps, and census data https://bit.ly/Moz-CDg

Special reports on the war
Evolution of the war: global vs local. 27 Feb 2020 http://bit.ly/CDelgadoOrigins
Religion is shaping Cabo Delgado civil war. 30 April 2020 https://bit.ly/CDelgadoReligion
Intensifying argument over roots of war. 28 June 2020 https://bit.ly/Moz-492
Are the drums of war silencing any hope of peace? 26 July 2020 http://bit.ly/Moz-496
A history of violence presages the insurgency. 13 August 2020 http://bit.ly/Moz-498
Military & economic intervention. 3 Sept 2020 https://bit.ly/CDelgadoIntervene

Mozambique heroin transit trade
English - LSE - 2018 - http://bit.ly/Moz-heroin
Portuguese - CIP- 2018 - http://bit.ly/HeroinaPT
2001 first article- Metical - English and Portuguese https://bit.ly/MozHeroin2001
Gas for development?
Gas for development or just formoney?_2015 bit.ly/MozGasEng
Gás para desenvolvimento ou apenas dinheiro?_2015 bit.ly/MozGasPt
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Background reading
Special reports
Social protection report - 2017 Mozambique - http://bit.ly/MozSocPro
Special report on four poverty surveys: bit.ly/MozPoverty
Minimum wage and exchange rates 1996-2018 -- http://bit.ly/MinWage18

$2bn secret debt - in English
Kroll - Full report on $2bn debt - http://bit.ly/Kroll-Moz
Kroll report summary - http://bit.ly/Kroll-sum
Key points of Mozambique parliament report - Nov 2016 - http://bit.ly/MozAR-debt-En
Following the donor-designed path to Mozambique's $2.2 bn debt - http://bit.ly/3WQ-hanlon
In Portuguese:
Parliamentary Report on the Secret Debt (complete) bit.ly/MozAR-debt
2018 Constitution - http://bit.ly/2KF588T

Election study collaboration: We have detailed election data from 1999 through 2014 and are inviting
scholars to use this data collaboratively. http://bit.ly/MozElData
Election newsletters are on http://bit.ly/2H066Kg

Nine books by Joseph Hanlon can be downloaded, free: http://bit.ly/Hanlon-books
Bangladesh confronts climate change (2016)
Chickens and beer: A recipe for agricultural growth in Mozambique (2014) is on https://bit.ly/Chickens-Beer
Há Mais Bicicletas – mas há desenvolvimento? (2008)
Moçambique e as grandes cheias de 2000 (2001)
Mozambique and the Great Flood of 2000 (2001)
Paz Sem Beneficio: Como o FMI Bloqueia a Reconstrução (1997)
Peace Without Profit: How the IMF Blocks Rebuilding (1996)
Mozambique: Who Calls the Shots (1991)
Mozambique: The Revolution Under Fire (1984)
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Apartheid’s 2nd Front (1986) <available shortly>
These are still available for sale:
Galinhas e cerveja: uma receita para o crescimento (2014) (free in English)
Zimbabwe takes back its land (2013)
Just Give Money to the Poor: The Development Revolution from the Global South (2010)
Do bicycles equal development in Mozambique? (2008) (free in Portuguese)
Beggar Your Neighbours: Apartheid Power in Southern Africa (1986)
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Mozambique media websites, English:
Club of Mozambique (free): http://clubofmozambique.com/
Zitamar (paywall): http://zitamar.com/
Mozambique media websites, Portuguese (all with partial paywall):
Notícias: www.jornalnoticias.co.mz
O País: www.opais.co.mz
@Verdade: http://www.verdade.co.mz
Carta de Moçambique https://cartamz.com
Mozambique think tanks and pressure groups, Portuguese:
Centro de Integridade Pública: CIP https://cipmoz.org/
Observatório do Meio Rural: OMR https://omrmz.org/
Instituto de Estudos Sociais e Económicos: IESE https://www.iese.ac.mz/
Centro Para Democracia e Desenvolvimento CDD https://cddmoz.org/ (some CDD in English)
Fórum de Monitoria do Orçamento - FMO (the main group following the $2 bn secret debt - now run by
CDD) http://www.fmo.org.mz
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The EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) strengthens data protection and requires that consent to
receive communication must be ‘freely given, specific, informed and unambiguous’. Importantly, there must be a positive
opt-in as opposed to an opt-out. Recipients of this newsletter have voluntarily subscribed to our newsletters; you do not
need to take any action and will continue to receive them as usual. We hold only your e-mail address and no other
information about you, and we never share our subscription list with anyone.
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University.
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