
CIC Literary Prize

Princess Maria zu Stolberg-Wernigerode of the International Council for Game and Wildlife
Conservation (CIC) announced in March 2005 that the CIC Literary Prize has been awarded to a
South African writer, Fiona Claire Capstick, for her book The Diana Files: The Huntress-
Traveller Through History, published in South Africa by the prestigious Rowland Ward
Publications of Johannesburg. 

The CIC Literary Committee made its announcement during the 52nd Annual General
Assembly, held in Abu Dhabi, in the United Arab Emirates from 12 to 16 March this year. The
Assembly, attended by delegates from around the world, including government representatives
as well as envoys of the United Nations Organisation, was opened by H.H. Sheikh Nahyan bin
Mubarak Al Nahyan, the Minister of Education. 

The six-member Literary Prize Jury, in order of country, who accorded this great honour to a
South African writer and a South African publisher, were Dr. Gürtler of Austria, Count Louis
de Rohan-Chabot of France, Princess Maria zu Stolberg-Wernigerode of Lichtenstein, Mr Vecjko
Varicak of Slovenia, Mr Nicholas Franco of Spain and Count Cloude Hamilton of Sweden. 

The Diana Files - an ambitious, illustrated international overview of the role of women as
hunters from prehistoric times to the new millennium - exhibits the prime quality sought after
by the CIC Literary Committee in that it appeals to a broad public, communicating the joy of the
natural world in many cultures and the value of hunting in the conservation of the world's
wildlife heritage. The special role of women in this most ancient of human activities is of
particular interest. 

Rowland Ward and Fiona Capstick attended four major hunting conventions in the United
States of America this year as well as the largest such show in South Africa for the purpose of
launching The Diana Files. The CIC Literary Prize is the ultimate accolade in the world of
publications devoted to the natural world and hunting and, in this case, it is a double honour
for South Africa. 


